
SHAWN FISHER 
earned a Master 
of Arts in Religious 
Studies, then went 
on to become the 
pastor at Groton 
Congregational 
Church.

ANNE RAPKIN, a former lawyer, 
earned her MA in Religious 
Studies and works as a chaplain 
at Hebrew Home and Hospital in 
West Hartford, CT.

DR. BEVERLY DANIEL TATUM is President 
Emerita of Spelman College, a nationally recognized 
authority on racial issues in America and a licensed 
clinical psychologist. While earning her MA in 
Religious Studies from Hartford Seminary, she 
developed the idea and wrote her bestselling book, 
“Why Are all the Black Kids Sitting Together in the 
Cafeteria? and Other Conversations about Race.”

THE MACDONALD CENTER FOR THE 
STUDY OF ISLAM AND CHRISTIAN-
MUSLIM RELATIONS
This center embodies Hartford Seminary’s 
100-year commitment to the study of Islam 
and Christianity. The resources of this 
unique center, including five full-time faculty 
members, are invaluable to our students.

HARTFORD INSTITUTE FOR  
RELIGION RESEARCH
This center focuses on the sociological 
study of religion, including denominational 
growth and congregational vitality. It’s 
an important resource for faith leaders, 
laity, the media, and students striving to 
understand religion in America.

NISA MUHAMMAD, a 
graduate of the Islamic 
Chaplaincy Program, is a 
journalist and Assistant Dean 
for Religious Life at Howard 
University in Washington, D.C.

CRAIG PHILLIPS’ Master’s thesis explored how 
Muslim thinkers from different backgrounds and 
professions talk and think about human rights. This 
same type of inquiry — understanding how people 
think, why they do what they do, and how to optimize 
their experience of the world — is what Craig does 
now designing digital products and services.

ROCHELLE BAYLESS 
wrote a master’s thesis 
called A Theology of Food: 
Seeing Food as Acts of 
Grace. After she graduated, 
Rochelle used her thesis 
as the blueprint for Grace 
Café in Danville, KY, which 
addresses hunger and food 
insecurity by serving people 
without regard to their 
ability to pay.

DR. MAHAN MIRZA graduated with an MA focusing on Islam 
and Christian-Muslim relations. Since his days at Hartford 
Seminary, he has completed his Ph.D. in Religious Studies 
from Yale University, helped develop America’s first accredited 
Muslim liberal arts college (Zaytuna College), and is currently a 
Professor of the Practice in the Contending Modernities program 
at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the 
University of Notre Dame.

About Hartford Seminary:
Hartford Seminary, founded in 1834 and located in Hartford, Connecticut, 
invites you to become part of our global community of religiously diverse 
scholars.  Our commitment to interfaith engagement and dialogue begins 
in our classes; our graduates take it to the world.

Focused areas of study include:

• Biblical Studies
• Islamic Studies/Christian-Muslim Relations
• Spirituality
• Theology and Ethics
• Religious Studies

See where your Master of Arts in 
Religious Studies can take you!

With our hybrid and fully 
online study options, 
you can access Hartford 
Seminary classes from 
anywhere in the world.

Flexible learning options


